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Li, like the codes of Moses and Manu, sets forth, among
others, the need for piety and moral restraint. It is what
the Hindus call dharma, individual and social. Confucianism
is not an exclusively ethical code. Confucius requires us
to worship Heaven and pay homage to our ancestors, and
to the spirits of the earth, the mountains and rivers. These
were the past beliefs and practices which Confucius adopted.
For him, God is the supreme ruler to be revered and wor-
shipped. He created the world and determined the various
classes of mankind. Subordinate to him are a multitude of
spirits who rule in their respective spheres, celestial and
terrestrial, and men are protected and guided by them. The
well-being of society requires the worship of the ancestors.
In a theology like this, there is sufficient room for an increas-
ing number of gods and spirits. It is not surprising that we
have a large number of Confucian deities,

The ruler was the Son of Heaven and acted as mediator
between his people and Heaven and offered worship on their
behalf. Like other agricultural people who depended on the
regularity of the seasons, Earth with its great rivers and
mountains became an object of veneration. The Chinese
who regarded the family as one and indivisible did not think
that the interest which the members took in the family
ceased at death. The cult of the ancestors is the result. It
is, however, true that Confucius does not lay stress on these
shadowy beliefs in Heaven and deities. As a matter of fact,
he discourages, like the Buddha, discussions about meta-
physical and theological subtleties. When Tze Lu asked
about the worship of the celestial and the earthly spirits,
Confucius answered: 'We do not know yet how to serve men,
how can we know about serving the spirits T 'What about
death?* was the next question, to which Confucius gave the
reply: 'We dpn't know yet about life, how can we know
about death?' Though Confucius avoided discussion of
this subject, he did not deny future life, for his command to
worship the ancestral spirits implies their existence after death.
"The Master would not discuss prodigies, prowess, lawless-